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150             Letters to Somebody

Again, in old days all prize captured on high seas
by commissioned captors belonged to the Crown, and
the Crown benevolently handed it over to the officers
and men of the fleet to avoid paying them a living wage.
Thus Crown droits go to the navy.

You may care to know that in the reign of Charles II
the sailors were allowed to loot everything on or above
gun-deck, whilst the captain, cunning fellow, claimed
as his "perks" what was below to the extent, at any
rate, of 'the best pieces of brass ordnance.

On ,a memorable occasion good QiJieen Bess heard
that a captain had come into Tilbury possessed of count-
less precious stones of great value, part of the loot taken
from a Spanish galleon.

The Queen mounted her palfrey, and escorted by her
knights, rode down to Tilbury and paid the ship's
captain a visit in his cabin.

"Sir Captain," said the Queen, "we should much
like to view the precious stones which you have taken
from the Spaniard." When the gems were laid out
on the cabin table the Queen took a couple of hand-
fuls of them and slipped them into her reticule.
Then she remounted her palfrey and returned to
London.

Sir Captain complained to the Lord High Admiral,
who wrote a dutiful protest to his sovereign. He signed
himself, Her Majesty's "humble and loyal subject and
Lord," unfortunately omitting "High Admiral." Old
Queen Bess saw her chance and took it.

"Odds Bodkins," she replied, "if ever again you
dare describe yourself as my Lord I shall have youi